P. IV.

DECREE AGAINST PHOTIUS.
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a clerk, shall share the eternal punishment of the traitor
Judas; if a layman, he has incurred the malediction of
Canaan: he is excommunicated, and will suffer the same
fearful sentence from, the eternal Judge."

Never had the power of the clergy or the supremacy
of Borne been asserted so distinctly, so inflexibly. The
privileges of Rome were eternal, immutable, anterior to,
derived from no synod or council, but granted directly
by God himself: they might be assailed, but not trans-
ferred ; torn off for a time, but not plucked up by the
roots. An appeal was open to Rome from all the world,
from her authority lay no appeal.0

The Emperor and Constantinople paid no regard to
these terrible anathemas of the Pope. As long as he
possessed the favour of the Emperor, Photius remained
in undisturbed possession of his see. An angry corre-
spondence was kept up between the Emperor and the
Pope. In the Emperor's letter he seems (for his letter
is only known by the Pope's reply) to have addressed
the Pope as a refractory and contumacious subject. He
threatens Rome itself with fire and sword. Nicolas
maintains his haughty independence,15 treats these idle

0 The Emperor, it appears, had
demanded that his disloyal subject,
the monk Theognetus, the messenger
of Ignatius to Rome, should be deli-
vered up. " Many thousands," replies
the Pope, " come to Rome every year,
and place themselves devoutly under
the protection of St. Peter. We have
the power of summoning monks, and
oven clergy, from every part of the
world: you, 0 Emperor, have no such
power; you have nothing to do with
aioaks, but humbly to entreat their
prayers." Never would he surrender
to a worldly sovereign a monk, who

by his profession declared his con-
tempt for palaces, for all the honours,
dignities, and gifts which kings could
bestow.

P The Emperor (or was it the in-
solence of the Greek scholar Photius ?)
had spoken of the Latin language as
a barbarous Scythian jargon. The
indignant Pope replies, that to censure
that language is to censure its maker,
God; that it was one of the languages
inscribed on the Cross; that the
Scythians are idolaters, and only usa
Latin to worship God; that some of
the services even in the churches ol
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